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External Funding Trends  
 
UNC Greensboro continues to have an impact on the research literature, the discovery of new 
knowledge, the health and vibrancy of our community, and on student transformation through 
our scholarship, research, and creative activity.  
 
Awards and Submissions.  Through the first three quarters of this fiscal year, we have received 
over $24 million in awards.  This is over $2.3 million ahead of last year.  Relative to last 
year, increases are noted in local government contracts as well as collaborations with other 
educational and research institutions. 
  
The number of proposals and amount requested are down relative to last year. We had been 
concerned about this trend as it might negatively impact our awards in future years. However, 
we have conducted extensive analysis and it appears that submissions are down due to a 
significant increase in the number of multi-year awards in 2015.  These awards mean that 
researchers are working on those multi-year projects and therefore are not submitting new 
awards. Because these are multi-year, non-competing awards, we will be drawing down award 
dollars in future years on proposals submitted in 2014-2015. Thus, while we continue to monitor 
submissions, it appears we can be cautiously optimistic about future awards. 
  

 7/1/15 to 3/31/16 7/1/14 to 3/31/15 

SUBMISSIONS Number Amount Number Amount 

 298 $62,595,997 333 $101,207,000 

AWARDS Number Amount Number Amount 

 184 $24,009,227 191 $21,661,649 

 
Selected Highlights 
 
Research Excellence Awards.  The winners of the 2016 Research Excellence Awards are Dr. 
Michael Zimmerman, Philosophy (https://philosophy.uncg.edu/people/) and  
Dr. Rebecca MacLeod, Music Education (https://performingarts.uncg.edu/bios/rebecca-
macleod). 
 
Faculty First Awards.  With the generous support of donors as well as the Office of the Provost, 
UNCG began offering Faculty First awards to support faculty research in 2015.  In March 2016, 
28 faculty were funded close to $140,000.   

https://philosophy.uncg.edu/people/
https://performingarts.uncg.edu/bios/rebecca-macleod
https://performingarts.uncg.edu/bios/rebecca-macleod


         
 

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).   The NEH Summer Stipends support 
individuals pursuing advanced research of value to humanities scholars, general audiences, or 
both.  Over the last 5 competitions, NEH receives on average 930 applications, funding less 
than 9%.  This year of the 84 proposals funded, UNC Greensboro was successful in having both 
of our applications awarded.  

Linda Rupert (History) has been awarded the stipend to work on her book Fugitives to Freedom: 
Inter-colonial Marronage and Imperial Jurisdiction in the Early Modern Caribbean. This is the 
second time Dr. Rupert has won this prestigious award; she also received it in 2008 to work on 
her first book, a study of the Dutch Caribbean island of Curacao. During AY 2016-17, Dr. Rupert 
will be a long term fellow at the John Carter Brown Library in Providence, RI, where she hopes 
to complete the manuscript. 

Joan Titus (Music) has been awarded the stipend for research on her newest book project on 
the composer Dmitry Shostakovich and his film music for Stalinist cinema (1936-1953). This 
current book project is the sequel to her first book on Shostakovich’s initial experiments as a film 
composer (1928-1936) titled The Early Film Music of Dmitry Shostakovich (Oxford University 
Press, released March 15, 2016). 
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